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BELIZEANS IN NEW YORK PAY RESPECT TO ONE OF OUR PATRIOTS

Leigh Richardson Jr. died in New York City on Monday, October 27, 2008. He is survived by his wife, Eva and their nine children; three sisters Olive, Norma and Gloria; two brothers, Desmond and Keith along with a host of nieces and nephews.  
Leigh Richardson was a Belizean hero to many. He was a patriot, who sacrificed much for the love of his country. He left behind a rich political history. He passionately fought colonialism, and was even imprisoned in 1951 along with Philip Goldson for charges of sedition brought against them by the authorities. He was co-founder of the Belize Billboard and held leadership position in the People’s Committee. 
Leigh Richardson was a founding member of the People’s United Party and was elected as its second leader. He led the PUP to their first major political victory in 1954. After breaking away from the PUP, along with Philip Goldson, Richardson formed the Honduran Independence Party, which later merged with the National Party to create the National Independence Party (NIP). The NIP along with the Liberal Party and the People’s Development Movement formed a united front in1973 for opposition politics in British Honduras and became the United Democratic Party (UDP). 
On September 18, 2008, Leigh Richardson was formally recognized as a Belizean patriot and was conferred with the Order of Distinction during the Independence Celebrations. The Governor General, Sir Colville Young, acting on the advice of the Prime Minister, Hon. Dean Barrow, gave proclamations to thirteen individuals, among them Leigh Richardson. The proclamation reads, for “laboured diligently on behalf of the improvement of and to the benefit of our country, Belize, and …..contributed time, energy and intelligence, often at great sacrifice ….to make Belize a better place for all our people.”
Leigh Richardson, will always be remembered in the hearts and minds of many Belizeans. May he rest in peace.
